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A  slight  downturn  was  noted  in  the  production  and  con- 
sumption of  veneer  logs  in  the  Central  States  from  1956  to 
1958.     Production  of  veneer  logs  in  1958  amounted  to  52.6 
million  board  feet,  a  decrease  of  3.3  percent  from  that  re- 
corded in  1956.     Consumption  of  veneer  logs  by  the  56  active 
veneer  mills  in  the  Central  States  amounted  to  approximately 
54  million  board  feet,  a  decrease  of  7  percent  from  that  of 
1956. hi     The  excess  of  consumption  over  production,  amount- 
ing to  1.4  million  board  feet,  is  accounted  for  by  an  excess 
of  imports  into  the  Central  States  region  over  exports. 

Kentucky  Leading  Producer 

Despite  the  3.3  percent  decrease  in  the  production  of 
veneer  logs,  the  relative  status  of  the  producing  states  or 
principle  species  harvested  did  not  change.    Kentucky  remained 
the  leading  producer  of  veneer  logs  with  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  total  production  in  the  Central  States  (table  1).  Indiana 
ranked  second,  followed  by  Illinois  and  Ohio.    Missouri  and 
Iowa  combined  produced  one-fourth  of  the  total  output. 

Black  walnut  was  the  principal  veneer  species  harvested 
in  the  region,  accounting  for  almost  one- third  of  the  total 
veneer-log  production;  walnut  stumpage  harvested  was  valued 
at  more  than  $1 ,600,000.£/     Cottonwood,  used  primarily  for 
container  veneer,  ranked  second  in  volume  produced,  account- 
ing for  one-fifth  of  the  total  production.    Other  leading 
species  were  white  oak,  yellow-poplar,  and  red  oak,  each 
accounting  for  3  million  or  more  board  feet.    These  five 
species  represent  72  percent  of  the  total  1958  production. 


If    One  large  mill  did  not  report  and  is  excluded  from 
all  volume  data. 

2j    Calculated  on  the  basis  of  $110  per  1,000  board 
feet.    McCauley,  Orris  D.    Forest  Products  Prices  in  Ohio- 19 58. 
Cent.  States  Forest  Expt .  Sta.  Tech.  Paper  161,  10  pp.,  illus. 
1959  . 
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1/    Combined  to  avoid  possible  disclosure  of  individual  mill  receipts. 


Indiana  Primary  Consumer 

Indiana  was  the  leading  consumer  of  veneer  logs,  using 
almost  half  the  total  Central  States  consumption  (table  2) . 
Illinois,  Missouri-Iowa  (combined),  Kentucky,  and  Ohio  followed 
in  that  order,  each  consuming  10  to  15  percent  of  the  total. 
Kentucky  registered  the  greatest  decline  in  consumption,  prin- 
cipally due  to  mill  closures.     Since  1956,  five  of  the  ten  mills 


in  Kentucky  have  gone  out  of  business.    Four  other  mills  closed 
in  the  Central  States:     In  Ohio,   two  mills  went  out  of  business 
and  one  was  destroyed  by  fire;   in  Indiana,  one  small  mill  ceased 
production.     The  total  active  veneer  mills  in  the  Central  States 
now  number  56  of  which  approximately  26  are  primarily  container 
veneer  producers. 
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Table  2. — Yenoer  logs  consumed  at  Central  States  mills  in  1958 
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In  consumption  as  well  as  production,  black  walnut  was 
the  principle  species,  accounting  for  almost  one-third  of 
the  total  veneer-logs  consumed  in  Central  States  mills. 
Cottonwood  ranked  second,  representing  one-fifth  of  the  total 
consumption;  and  white  oak  was  third,  accounting  for  more 
than  one-tenth  of  the  total.     Combined,  these  three  species 
represent  more  than  60  percent  of  the  total  veneer-log  con- 
sumption . 

Imports  Exceeded  Exports 


Inter-regional  movement  of  veneer  logs  and  imports  from 
foreign  countries  amounted  to  11,228,000  board  feet.  Incoming 
shipments  from  adjoining  states  and  foreign  countries  totaled 
6,333,000  board  feet  representing  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
total  consumption  of  veneer  logs  by  Central  States  mills  and 
exceeding  outgoing  shipments  by  1,438,000  board  feet.  Michigan 
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and  Pennsylvania  were  the  largest  suppliers  of  veneer  logs 
providing  1.7  million  and  1.1  million  board  feet  respectively. 
Other  important  suppliers  were  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 

Black  walnut  accounted  for  two-fifths  of  the  imports. 
Cherry,  white  oak,  and  red  oak  each  accounted  for  one-tenth 
or  more  of  the  total  imports.     Combined  these  four  species 
represented  77  percent  of  the  incoming  veneer  logs. 

Outgoing  shipments  of  veneer  logs  grown  in  the  Central 
States  amounted  to  4,895,000  board  feet  or  almost  one-tenth 
of  the  total  veneer-log  production.     West  Virginia  was  the 
principal  recipient  of  these  shipments,  receiving  half  the 
total.     Only  two  other  states  received  veneer  logs  from  the 
Central  States:     Tennessee  received  30  percent,  and  Wisconsin 
20  percent  of  the  total.     Red  oak  was  the  principle  component 
of  outgoing  shipments  amounting  to  42  percent  of  the  total. 
The  only  other  species  of  significance  were  yellow-poplar  and 
gum,  each  of  which  accounted  for  15  percent  of  the  total. 

Though  no  detailed  data  can  be  presented,  it  is  esti- 
mated, on  the  basis  of  species  used  and  knowledge  of  the 
various  plants,  that  approximately  60  percent  of  the  veneer 
logs  produced  in  the  Central  States  went  into  commercial 
veneer  including  face  and  core  stock,  and  40  percent  were 
utilized  in  the  production  of  container  veneer. 

The  data  presented  in  this  report  are  from  the  second 
biennial  canvass  of  the  veneer  industry.     Similar  canvasses 
are  planned  for  alternate  years  to  help  provide  information 
for  the  continuing  forest  survey  of  the  Central  States  as 
well  as  to  chart  the  production  and  consumption  developments 
of  the  veneer  industry  in  the  Central  States. 
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